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Assistant Language Teacher
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Dear Ino Resident
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Wel, | can’ t believe it’ s come to the end of my time here
in Japan, and that I'll soon be on the plane home to
Australia. Far away from the bustiing town centre, time
passes slowly up here in the mountains, but even so there
have been many changes during my two years here in
Hongawa. Now that we’ ve merged with Ino and Gohoku,
there are many new chalenges for the ALT—new
supervisors, new procedures, and especially new schools.
Even though | only went a few times, it was instructive
and exciting (and a bit scary!) to work in such big schools
like Ino Sho and Minami Sho. Thank you to all the teachers
and kids down there.
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| have learned many, many things in two years—how to
work in Japan, how to be a teacher, how to speak
Japanese, how to drink shouchu -+ It’ s all thanks to the
hundreds of patient people around me who kindly shared
their knowledge and love of Japan and her culture.
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Lastly, | really want to say thank you to all the wonderful
residents of Hongawa Chiku, who have welcomed me as
a part of their vilage. When | go to Kochi city. 'm a
“gaijin”, but when | come home to Hongawa, I'm “James”.
It’s a special feeling. Hongawa’ s a fantastic place, and |
want more people in Ino and Gohoku to come up and visit.
Now I'm in Australia, working as a National Park
Firefighter, and I’m saving money to com back to Japan
and visit all my friends living around Shikoku. So, you’ |l
probably see me around Ino again sometimel!! /f}
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