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Using a lunar calendar, we see that Octber is i H

in Japan, Ramadan in Islam, and Hallowe'en in my
country. Do you know about Hallowe'en? It isn't an
American festival. Actually, it's a Celtic one. Celtic
people live in parts of the UK and, in my
country,Ireland. We love Hallowe'en, and Ireland is
the only country in the world where children never go
to school on Hallowe'en! But what is Hallowe'en?
Thousands of years ago, we believed that Summer
dies at Hallowe'en, and Winter is born. When the
seasons change, at midnight on October 31st, it is easy
for both good and evil ghosts to return to earth.

We lit huge 'bone fires' to frighten away the evil
spirits! Everyone in the village helped to make a huge
bone fire (with animal bones)and then, everyone
brought one burning branch home, to light their own
fire. This protected your house from evil for one year,
and joined all the villagers together. Hundreds of
large fires are still lit in Ireland every Hallowe'en.

A long time ago, we left food outside our houses for
our dead ancestors to eat. These days elementary
school children wear scary costumes and go from
house to house late at night, saying 'Trick or treat. It
means: "Give me some food (a treat), or I will do some
trick (something nasty) to your house." When I was
young, we sometimes threw eggs and flour at houses,
or put lots of toilet paper around the trees in the
gardens, or around cars! We wanted treats!

Also, we eat special Hallowe'en fruit cake, called a
Bairin Breac. Inside there is a ring, a rag, a coin, and a
bean. If you find one in your piece of cake, then it has
a special meaning. A coin means you will be rich, a
rag means you will be poor, a bean means you will
never get married, and a ring means you will find true
lovel In my house, my younger sister always found
the ring (M), and I usually got the rag. (><) Happy
Hallowe'en
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