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This summer has been great, full of new and
interesting experiences. I went to Tokyo to meet
my family at the airport. It was brilliant to see
them again. We spent two days in Tokyo, visiting
Ginza, Shibuya and Shinjuku, just looking at
everything. Ireland's capital, Dublin is nothing like
Tokyo, we don't have neon signs or TVs on the
streets. All of this makes Tokyo exciting. My
family loved it.

My Dad, Jim, really wanted to attempt to climb
Fuji-san while he was here. So we all decided that
we would try it. The four of us set off a night
with two torches, lots of water, chocolate and
extra clothes. I knew it was going to be tough but
I didn't realize how varied the climb would be.
You start off walking up slope after slope and
then half way though you have to pull yourself up
over rocks, using the chains to help you. It made
the ascent interesting. We all made it up to the
top for the sunrise and it was spectacular. I was
freezing, tired, sore but proud. We had done it, we
had climbed Mt. Fuji. To celebrate we opened a
small bottle of Sake. It helped to warm us up.

We were both glad and sad to leave Fuji-san
behind, but it was time for my family to see Kochi
and Gohoku. In Kochi we went to the Ino festival,
we watched the Yosakoi dancing, played
volleyball and soccer and just soaked up the
Kochi life. One of the highlights for my sister was
wearing her new yukata to the village festival
Thank you everybody for helping and welcoming
my family.
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