Last month, Megan mentioned that her aunts were
surprised to see teenagers in uniform on the
weekends. Irish and Japanese schools are similar,
and different.

Recently, the weather is getting hot again, so I
remember my first surprises when I came to Japan
in August. Teachers weren't allowed to drink water
in the staffroom. In Ireland, the staffroom is the
teachers’ private area, for relaxing between classes.
But I like it here when students come in and talk
with mel

I remember that Sports Day was hot too. At Minami
Middle School the kids practiced so much, but at
home we don't practice. I admire the Japanese
system of having students in teams. At home, there
are no teams, so kids who aren't good at sports, can
never win. Also, Japanese students are better at
their chosen sports than Irish children, who play lots
of different sports, rather than concentrating on just
one. FEach system has its advantages, don't you
think? T also went to the Sports Day at Shogase —
and I had an amazing time with that community —
it's exactly the same as an Irish village schooll It's
nice when everyone can feel together.

Everyone feels the hot weather. At Konotani Middle
School the girls are wearing their summer uniforms.
I think uniforms help the students to feel together

too, just like in Ireland. Also, in Japan, every student,

rich or poor, can eat the same healthy school lunch —
it's great!

Maybe the strangest thing for me in middle school is
that each class has its own room. When I was a
student, the teachers had their own rooms, and we
felt like their guests! It creates a different
atmosphere in the school. The most important thing
to remember though is that the schools and cultures
might be different —but the children are always the
same, in every country.
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