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Wy aunls relurned o Treland aller visiing me here
in Japan tor two wecks They had been looking
forward to this trip every since 1 told them [ was
comung to lve and work in Japan, Japan is a place
thal nol many Trish consider visiling, due 1o [he

sheer distance from lreland and the language barricr,

but my aunts were determined to come,

We wvisited Osaka and Kyow while the Cherry
Blossoms were in tull swing and it was amazing to
see evervhody sitting in the parks. celebrating My
aunt Treas loved the neon lghts of Osuky and the
lustle of people, while my aunt Maureen who is 74
vears old couldnt stop staring at evervthing and
asldng me millions of questions, They were both
amazed with every part of normeal Japanese Ife, the
food, Lhe Laxi doors opening elecironically, the healed
tollet scats, chopsticks, school childeen in their
uniforms on Saturdavs. We also visited Hiroshima
and the Peace Museum. which was very moving,
pspecially [or Maureen who remembers hearing 1he
news hack in [eeland. when she was a tecnager.

Tram Lhe crowds of people in lhe ciles, we arrived
up to Gohoku to the pace of life that peeple arc more
used to in Ireland, quiet and calm. My aunes loved
Gohoku and the people here, Treas wenl L 1he shop
every day [or lresh sirawherries, strawherry season
docsn't start till June in lrcland, and Maurcen visited
the local hairdresser to get her hoir styled, which
looked greal. My aunis alse came Lo Goholo JTTS o
walch the willevhall lournament and were greally
umpresscd with the fricndliness and politeness of the
students. All in all, it was great having Bunily over to
visil and they thoroughly enjoyed Japan and {he
pecple as well a5 Lthe greal wealher,

Thunk wou Gohoku for welcoming my aunts.
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