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Last month, Emma wrote about toilets and taxi
doors. But the thing I can't fathom is the lack of
communnication in this country. Every day, every
hour, throughout Japanese society, men and women
are separated. Every Monday morning assembly, the
girls and bovs in my scheool line up in two separate
rows., But it's not just a student thing, Adults
reinforce this gender segregation. Tn the recent
school curriculum seminar, only one male teacher
ventured to sit with a female colleague. Outside of
work, at enkal, at sports meets, men and women
gather separately 1o relax. What message does this
send to children? "In Japan, direct communication
between the genders is not important.”

And so, voung men and women here never mix
company, only to go on dates. Its great fun for me
to watch Japanese dating - the girl dolled up like an
escort, the guy so hopelessly tongue-tied neither says
nothing, Communication: nill How are they going o
survive marriage in five years time?!

T have lots of female friends. We chat, chill out. even
stay over together. It's normal But man 1 cop some
crap from the other Japanese: "Girlfriend, huh?" "Nah.
mate - just a bit of communication.,.."
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