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Australians really like sports. We have sports reports on the radio, on the television and in the newspapers. Because
my country is wide, even in the cities there's lots of space to build sports grounds. And then, because the weather's
always fine, people can go outside in summer or winter. So, just about everyone plays some sort of sport.

Australia's most popular sport is probably swimming. The majority of the population lives close to the sea.
Professional sportsmen are usually quite famous. For example, apart from lan Thorpe, my high school students don't
know another single famous Australian.

In the countryside, boys usually play cricket and football. Girls play basketball and netball. Australian football is
completely different from American football. It's very fast, and very exciting.

However, because snow is pretty bloody rare in Australia, we're not too good at winter sports. It's only recently

during the 2002 Winter Olympics that Stephen Bradbury won our very first gold medal.
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Interestingly enough | have always enjoyed sports. For as long as | can remember | have played sports. One sport |
played for many years was Judo. From about the age of 6 through to 16 | was part of a Judo club. I was a very
competitive player. My father was also wonderful, as he would be the one to drive me up and down the country in
the early hours of the morning to get me to my gradings or competitions on time. | was once part of the British
team too, and | have many happy memories of my sisters and my parents cheering me on. My parents always
encouraged me which is probably why | was such a fan of sports when | was growing up.

I had a tennis coach; | was a long distance runner and very interested in Javelin throwing. | tried most sports in the
athletics club, but my favourite was Javelin. Not only this, but | also found the time to be part of the swimming
team and diving team.

More recently | seem to watch sports rather than take part. In England football and Rugby are very popular sports.
I enjoy watching rugby but I am not a fan of football. It's always on the TV - more than baseball is in Japan!! Other
sports from Britain besides football are cricket, snooker, and darts (there are probably other sports from England
too but I'm not sure what they are). | am not interested in these though, but many people in England are.

Since arriving in Japan, | have not participated in any sports. I would love to join a club here in Ino. I was
disappointed that there wasn't a judo club in my town, but now | think | would like to start playing tennis and

badminton again. Maybe soon | will.
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